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Value of the Month- Mercy

Dear Parents and Carers,
Thank you for dressing your children up in such fantastic costumes for
World Book Day! It was a wonderful day in school and so lovely to see
so many parents sharing it with us. I hope you enjoy some of the
pictures below.
This week in Collective Worship, we have been talking about the
Christian time of Lent but we weren’t asking anyone to give something
up, instead we shared the 40 Acts of Kindness challenge. The children
have been doing an act of kindness each day in the run up to easter. If
your child shows kindness at home, let them know how much it can
make a difference to someone’s day and do pass it on. The chart at
the end of the newsletter gives us 40 Acts of kindness for the 40 days
of Lent.I'm sure the children will tell you which ones they have done so
far!
In Collective Worship, the children decided to donate some clothes and toys from our Windrush
Re-Loved sale to some of the refugee children in Witney as an Act of Kindness in our Community - well
done children!
I am delighted to share the news that we have appointed a fantastic Year 2 teacher for September who
will soon be visiting the children and starting the process of setting up the Year 2 classroom. I hope to
be able to tell you her name very soon (after her current school informs their parents).
I hope you have a lovely weekend.
Best Wishes,
Mrs Doland
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Medical information
There have been more cases of chickenpox in school, this time in Year 1 and Nursery - please help us
by checking your child for spots. Children should stay away from school until the spots have stopped
appearing and have crusted over - usually between 5-7 days after the first spots appear.
48 hour rule for sickness
Please remember that children should not return to school for 48 hours after their last episode of
sickness. This rule is common in all schools, to ensure that bugs such as the Norovirus and other upset
tummy / sickness bugs do not spread.

Governor news
We are pleased to welcome Mrs Joseph Hughes as our new Parent Governor. Mr Hughes is the parent
of William in Nursery, and is a teacher of Music and Housemaster at Cokethorpe School. He will be a
huge asset to our governance team and it is great to have a parent representative on the Board.

INSET Day
We break up for Easter on Friday 31st March at 1pm. Please note that Monday 17th April is an INSET
day and the children will start back on Tuesday 18th April.

SENCo
We are lucky enough to have our SENCo (Special Educational Needs Coordinator) Jess Gerfen
working with us until the end of this year. She is also the SENCo for the River Learning Trust and
comes with vast experience. She has already met some parents and is working with the children and
teachers to ensure they are getting the very best provision in school. Do let us know if you would like to
meet with her to discuss your child’s needs or if you have any concerns.
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School Places and Nursery Places
The admissions for school places for this September into Reception will be announced during the
Easter holidays. We will be in touch with those families who are joining us in September when we
return to school after the holidays, with lots of information about the process of starting school.

Nursery places are now being allocated for September too with our current children given first priority. If
you haven’t already responded to the email about this and wish to secure your child’s place for
September, please do so by the end of next week (24th March) as after that we will be allocating places
to our new children.

Safeguarding
Online Safety
It is important for parents to be vigilant and monitor what their children are accessing online. There are
many websites offering advice but the CEOPS website called ThinkuKnow is an excellent place to find
advice and support to help you and your child to navigate the online world. There is an animated series
for 4-7 year olds called Jessie and Friends which helps children to develop the skills and knowledge
they need to stay safe online.

Upcoming activities – Message from Parents of Windrush

Following our first meeting this year we’re excited to share some upcoming events and activities between
now and summer.

Windrush Re-Loved sale – Friday 24th March
Our wonderful Windrush Re-Loved sale is back for 2023. For those
who are new to Windrush school, our Re-Loved sale is held once a
term and we kindly ask families to donate any good quality clothes,
shoes, toys and uniform beforehand.
The Re-Loved sale is open to all and we encourage the local
community to come along, bag a bargain and help promote a greener
way of living.
The majority of items are between 50p and £5 and all money raised
helps support the school in a variety of ways including additional play
items for the children as well as helping contribute towards school
trips, pantos and activities.

Date: Friday 24th March
Where: Community Room at school
Time: 8.45am – 3.45pm.

Donations welcome
If you have any good quality clothes, toys, shoes or uniform you’d like to donate please pop them in a bag
and hand them into Kate in the office. We do ask that the items are in good condition, and not stained or
damaged – thank you in advance!

If anyone would be able to help sort through the bags and set up the sale in the evening on Thursday 23rd
please let the team know.
parentsofwindrush@gmail.com
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The Windrush Marathon - sponsored activity
Our first whole school sponsored activity of 2023 is the Windrush School marathon.
Taking place on Wednesday 26th April, all children will be invited to take part in a day of sponsored running
(or walking/skipping... whatever works!) Combining the collective efforts of Nursery, Reception and Year 1
by running a few laps of the field each, the children will (hopefully) complete their very own marathon
together. We're really excited to start planning this activity, which will include drinks stations, cheer
stations, flags and medals.

Sponsorship forms will be sent out over the coming weeks with more details to follow.
(The Windrush marathon will take place during school hours)

All sponsorship money will go towards school trips and activities in 2023.

Grab your tickets, it's cinema night...

Join us for a movie after school on Wednesday 17th May, from 3.15 - 5.15 pm.

We'll be showing an age-appropriate U-rated film in the school hall, straight after school, for any children
age 4+ that would like to enjoy a film with their friends. A small tuck shop and popcorn station will also be
in full swing.
Please note, children do not need to be accompanied during this slot but will need to be collected at
5.15pm. Children who are in dance after school club can be taken to the school hall to watch the film after
dance class.
More information to follow.

Breakfast and After School Clubs.
A few reminders: breakfast is available until approximately 8.20am at Breakfast club. If you drop your
child off any later than that, we’ll welcome them in to play but not for food- this gives our staff time to
clear away and prepare the children for the day ahead.
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After School club - children can be collected anytime from 3.15pm and no later than 5.15pm. A late
collection charge will apply to all collections after 5.15pm, without exception, so we can pay our staff
overtime.
Wraparound care can be booked by parents on Parentmail until the day before it is needed. After that,
please contact the school office to book or cancel clubs.

Upcoming Windrush Primary School dates

Every Monday morning Coffee morning for parents in Community room

Tuesday 28th and Wednesday 29th
March

Parents evenings for Reception and Year 1 in
classrooms (please come to office)

Friday 24th March Windrush Re-Loved Sale all day in Community room

Tuesday 28th March Reception trip to Cogges Manor Farm

Thursday 30th March Year 1 trip to Cotswold Wildlife park

Friday 31st March at 1pm TERM FINISHES

Clubs and Activities Timetable

Activity / club Details

Zumba Classes Monday evenings for adults in the school hall 7-8pm

Ballet classes Tuesdays after school for 3 years plus - see letter on Parentmail / ask office

Antenatal Yoga classes Wednesday evenings with Yogabirth, run by a local midwife.
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Dance united classes Wednesdays after school for 4 years plus-see Parentmail letter / ask office

Martial arts classes Thursdays after school for 4 years plus- see Parentmail letter / ask office

Buttercross theatre tap / line dance Friday 5.30pm for adults in the school studio

Messy Church First Sunday in every month in the school hall, run by church volunteers

Stagecoach Drama School Saturdays - see website

Teddy Soccer Teddy Soccer Sessions on Saturdays will restart on January 7th 2023 and
the link to book is: http://teddysoccer.co.uk/teddy-tennis-centre/witney/

Tower Hill Football club Evenings after school - see club Facebook page for information.

Acts of Kindness for Lent

6

http://teddysoccer.co.uk/teddy-tennis-centre/witney/

